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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sandbach  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1946  upon  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Area.  This  report  is  still  issued  in  the  curtailed 
form,  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  health  of  your  district  during  the  past  year 
has  remained  satisfactory  and  there  are  no  items  upon 
which  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  special  comment. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  kindly 
co-operation  of  your  Council  and  of  your  staff  during 
the  year  under  review. 

SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

The  customary  notes  on  the  Social  Conditions  are 
not  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  3(1  st  December,  1946. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  population 


Births 


8,485 


Total  Male  Female 
185  99  86 

4  2  2 

7  1  6 

0  0  0 


Live  Births  Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

Still  Births  Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  popula¬ 
tion  mid-1946 — 22.2. 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of 
the  population — 49.1. 
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Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 
35.7. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  popula¬ 
tion — 0.82. 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total 
population — 0.53. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  is  shown  as  follows  : — 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate .  6  3  3 

Illegitimate  .  1  1  0 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 37. 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 43. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 

32.4. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births — 250. 

Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages  . .  97  48  49 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population — 

11.4. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
population — 1 1.5. 

ijeaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis .  0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  .  0 

Total  0 

The  Maternal  Mortality  is  0  pet*  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  deaths  from  all 
causes  within  the  district  during  the  past  year  : — 


Cause  of  Death  Total  Male  Female 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  . ,. 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough . 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . . 

0 

o  ■! 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

0 

o 

0 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza  . 

2 

1  1 

1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

A  cute  polio-myelitis  and  polio¬ 
encephalitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  hue.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M) 
uterus  (F)  . 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Cancer  of  breast . 

2 

0 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

7 

5 

2 

Diabetes  . 

0 

0 

0 

Intracranial  vesoular  lesions  . 

8 

4 

4 

Heart  diseases  . 

22 

10 

12 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

0 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhea  under  two  years . 

0 

0 

0 

i 

Appendicitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  . 

4 

2 

2 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

Other  matei*nal  causes  . 

j  0 

0 

0 

Premature  birth . 

1 

1 

0 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  inj., 
inf.  dis . 

6 

3 

3 

Suicide . 

0 

0 

0 

Poad  Traffic  accidents  . 

2 

2 

0 

Other*  violent  causes . 

1  0 

0 

0 

All  other  causes . 

25 

13 

12 

Total 

97 

!48 

49 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health— Andrew 
Henderson,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector  —  George 
Allman,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Health  Visiting  Nurse — Nurse  Owen,  C.M.B. 

Maternity  Nurses — The  District  Nurse  and  Nurse 
D.  Harper. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Town  pays  for  the  examination  of  approved 
Pathological  specimens  which  may  be  sent  to  Chester 
or  Manchester. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Two  St.  John’s  Ambulances  are  provided  for  non- 
inf  ectious  cases.  Infectious  cases  are  removed  in  the 
West  Heath  Sanatorium  Ambulance. 

Nursing  in  the  Homes 

A  very  valuable  service  is  provided  for  the  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  Local  Nursing  Association. 

Hospitals 

Patients  from  the  area  are  admitted  to  hospitals 
in  Manchester,  Crewe,  the  Potteries  and  Maccles¬ 
field. 

Arclid  Infirmary  with  320  beds  belonging  to  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  admits  poor  medical  and 
maternity  cases  free  and  others  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  the  West  Heath 
Sanatorium,  Congleton. 

A  Smallpox  Hospital  is  available  at  Arclid,  with 
ten  beds  kept  in  readiness. 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
Water 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  whole  Urban 
Area  and  part  of  the  adjoining  Congleton  and  Nant- 
wich  Rural  areas  was  satisfactorily  maintained 
except  during  a  few  days  in  August,  when  a 
mechanical  breakdown  at  the  pumping  station  caused 
serious  interruption. 

The  absence  of  any  margin  over  peak  consump¬ 
tion  still  causes  grave  anxiety  during  the  summer  time 
and  it  is  hoped  the  newly-formed  Water  Board  will 
expedite  a  scheme  to  relieve  our  anxiety  in  this 
direction  and  also  provide  for  the  development  of  the 
town. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no 
action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination. 

Practically  all  dwelling  houses  are  supplied 
direct  from  public  water  mains — only  eleven  isolated 
properties  depending  on  their  own  pump  wells. 

Several  extensions  to  3in.  mains  have  been 
carried  out  during  1946  to  improve  supplies  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  Housing  Schemes  including  : — 

1,039  yards  in  Elton  Road,  Hind  Heath  Road  and 

Vicarage  Lane. 

214  yards  off  Heath  Road  to  accommodate  20 

houses. 

380  yards  off  Deans  Lane  for  the  54  permanent  houses 

on  Scheme  No.  2. 

Also  about  440  yards  of  galvanised  tubing  were 
laid  in  Mill  Lane,  Wheelock,  to  give  a  supply  to  the 
four  isolated  cottages  known  as  ££Lountain  Cottages.” 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  have  not  been  any  extensions  to  the  sewers 
during  the  year.  The  main  Sewerage  Works  at  Hind 
Heath  is  working  satisfactorily  showing  a  good 
effluent.  The  sludge  problem  is  being  suitably  dealt 
with.  The  El  worth  Sewerage  Works  are  working 
well  when  allowing  for  the  large  amount  of  sewage 
they  are  called  upon  to  treat.  The  small  works  serving 
portions  of  Bradwall  Road,  Twemlow  Avenue  and 
Elworth  Street  are  suitably  treating  the  sewage  from 
this  area. 

During  next  year  the  Council  are  hoping  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  new  sewer  along  Hind  Heath  Road  and  a  short 
sewer  to  serve  Palmer  and  Mann’s  Salt  Works  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  installation  of  water  carriage  systems. 


Closet  Accommodation 

There  are  only  42  pail  closets  and  28  privy  closets 
(from  which  95  loads  were  collected)  in  the  area,  the 
remainder  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  at  least  one 
water  closet  . 

One  pail  closet  has  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

Privies  are  emptied  as  requested  and  the  few 
remaining  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly. 

Now  that  labour  has  become  available  the  ash 
bins  are  attended  to  weekly.  There  have  been  re¬ 
moved  during  the  year  885  loads. 

Salvage 

The  collection  of  salvage  is  being  continued.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  69  tons  of  waste  paper,  7  tons  13  cwts  of 
rags  and  sacking,  and  39  tons  9  cwts.  of  kitchen  waste 
were  sold.  A  report  is  given  to  each  Committee 
Member  at  the  Monthly  Meeting. 
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Rodent  Control 


Thi  s  service  is  being  continued,  the  Council  act¬ 
ing  as  agents  for  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  The 
Rat-catcher  is  employed  jointly  by  us  and  the  Congle- 
ton  Rural  District  Council.  All  complaints  received 
have  been  attended  to. 

Sanitary  Inspection 

Number  of  Inspections  during  the  year  ...  620 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during 

the  year .  0 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

during  the  year  .  0 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during 

the  year  . . 22 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 

during  the  year  .  14 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  in  hand .  8 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials 
many  needed  repairs  have  to  be  postponed. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  Public  Baths. 

SECTION  D. 


Housing 

The  customary  table  of  activities  under  the 
housing  Acts  is  omitted. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  formal  notices  were  served 
under  Housing  Acts,  requiring  repair, 
and  which  were  rendered  unfit  by 
owners  after  service  of  such  formal 
notice  ...  . .  ...  0 
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Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  and  which  were  complied 
with  ...  . 
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Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  (in¬ 
cluding  Houses  under  Demolition 
Orders  prior  to  1946)  .  0 


The  Deans  Lane  Housing  Scheme  has  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress,  twenty  houses  are  occupied  and 
contracts  for  the  total  number  to  be  erected,  namely, 
fifty-four,  have  been  accepted. 

Negotiations  are  taking  place  for  purchasing  land 
whereupon  to  erect  ninety-two  dwellings  on  the 
Elworth  Street  Site;  these  will  be  of  the  two,  three, 
and  four  bedroom  type  houses,  and  also  a  number  of 
bungalows  for  the  older  people. 


Number  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : — 


By  Private  Enterprise 

Houses  Bungalows  Total 

6  1  7 

By  Local  Authority  . 

20  0 

20 

By  Local  Authority,  Pre¬ 
fabricated  . 

0  20 

20 

Total 

26  21 

47 

Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  12 

Number  of  Families  therein  .  18 

Number  of  Persons  dwelling  therein .  103 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
Milk  Supply 

There  are  43  Registered  Cow-keepers,  of  whom  22 
are  producers  of  Accredited  ”  Milk.  There  are 
also  five  producers  of  “  Tuberculin-Tested  ”  Milk  in 
the  area. 

Improvements  to  various  shippons  and  dairies 
have  been  carried  out  at  Mill  Lane  Farm,  Spring  Vale 
Farm,  Elton  Farm,  and  Lightlv  Hill  Farm. 

Meat1  and  other  Foods 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  is  carried  out  at  the 
Flat  Lane  Premises,  from  which  meat  is  supplied  to 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Alsager,  Middlewich,  and 
Sandbach. 

The  numbers  and  types  of  animals  slaughtered, 
also  carcases  and  parts  (including  organs  and  offals) 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food,  including  casualty 
animals,  is  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Type  Slaughtered 

Carcases 

Whole  Portions 

i 

Liver,  Plucks,  j 

Kidneys,  etc.  Heads 

Bovines  ... 

1220 

47 

9 

554 

167 

Sheep 

5050 

6 

3 

608 

9 

Pigs  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Calves 

582 

0 

1 

5 

1 

.... 

Total  . . . 

'6852 

53 

13 

1 1 67 

177 

There  were  eight  animals  notified  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  1938  during  the  year.  After 
slaughter,  all  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food 
and  were  destroved. 

V/ 

A  large  portion  of  the  inspector  s  time  is  now 
devoted  to  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 
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Various  amounts  of  tinned  and  other  foods  nave 
been  inspected,  and  the  following  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  : —  , 


Butter  .  40^-lbs. 

Bacon  .  15  lbs. 

Cheese  .  13-J-lbs. 

Sweets  .  65  lbs. 

Raisins  &  Dates  79  lbs. 

Jam  .  7  tins 

Custard  Powder  79  tins 


Tinned  Meat  .  183  tins 
Sausages  ...  26  lbs. 

Fish  (2  boxes)  .  56  lbs. 

Fish  .  35  tins 

Milk  .  75  tins 

Peas  .  18  tins 

Beans  .  9  tins 


There  are  28  registered  premises  for  the 
preparation  of  Ice  Cream  or  Preserved  Food  under 
Section  14  of  this  Act. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  a  welcome  reduction  in  the  number  oi 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Ten  notifications  were  received,  of  whom  eight 
cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year,  of  whom  two  case.s  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital .  One  case  had  been  immunised . 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  past  year,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital 
and  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  these 
diseases  : — 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1946 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

10 

8 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

9 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

2 

— 

Measles  . 

51 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

8 

2 

Paratyphoid  . 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 
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Analysis  of  Notifiable  Disease  under  Age  Croups 

Under 

Disease  1  year  1  3  5  10  15  25 
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Totals 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
children  immunised  to  the  end  of  the  year,  under  the 
CounciTs  Immunisation  Scheme 

No.  of  children  immunised,  under  School  age  53 

No.  of  children  immunised,  of  School  age  ...  22 

No.  of  children  given  a  reinforced  injection...  8 

Total  number  of  children  immunised  ^since 

the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1939  ...  2114 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Surveyor  for  their 
help  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  HENDERSON, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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